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SCIENTIST WARNS ABOUT FOOD SECURITY

The UK government's new chief scientific adviser has added his weight to concerns about the future of food security. He has warned that the sharp rise in the price of food driven by the big increase in crops grown to produce biofuels is an issue that the political community must face up to in order to avert a disaster. Professor John Beddington considers the cutting down of rain forests to grow biofuels as “profoundly stupid” and believes that the rush to produce biofuels will result in mass starvation on a global scale. In his first major speech since taking over Professor Beddington said at the recent 2008 Govnet Sustainable Development UK Conference (www.govnet.co.uk/sduk) in London: “It is very hard to imagine how we can see a world growing enough crops to produce renewable energy and at the same time being able to meet the enormous increase in the demand for food which is quite properly going to happen as we alleviate poverty.”
He predicts that price rises in staples such as rice, maize and wheat will continue because of increased demand caused by population growth and increasing wealth in developing nations. He also said that climate change would lead to pressure on food supplies because of decreased rainfall in many areas and crop failures related to climate. “The agriculture industry needs to double its food production, using less water than today,” he said. “The food crisis will bite more quickly than climate change,” he added. But he reserved some of his most scathing comments for the biofuel industry, which he said had already delivered a “major shock” to world food prices. “In terms of biofuels there has been, quite properly, a reaction against it,” he said. "There are real problems with unsustainability. Biofuel production is due to increase hugely in the next 15 years. The US plans to produce 30 billion gallons of biofuels by 2022 - which will mean trebling maize production. The EU has a target for biofuels to make up 5.75% of transport fuels by 2010.” 

Before taking over the chief scientist post Professor Beddington was an applied population biologist at Imperial College London. He is an expert on the sustainable use of renewable resources. “With the world's population expected to grow from 6.2 billion today to 9.5 billion in less than 50 years' time. How are we going to feed everybody?” he asked. Professor Beddington said that in the short term, development and increasing wealth would add to the food crisis. “Once you move to an income of between £1 ($2) a day and £5 a day you get an increase in demand for meat and dairy products and that generates a demand for additional grain.” Above £5 a day, people begin to demand processed and packaged food, which entails greater energy use. About 2.7 billion  people in the world live on less than £1 a day. 

There would also be increases at the higher end of the wage scale, he said. At present there are 350 million households on £8,000 a year. That is projected to increase to 2.1 billion by 2030. “This is  tremendous and an indication that poverty alleviation is actually working.” But he cautioned that the increased purchasing power would lead to greater pressure on food supplies. “Global grain stores are currently at the lowest levels ever, just 40 days from running out. I am only nine weeks into the job of chief scientist, so I do not yet have all the answers, but it is clear that science and research to increase the efficiency of agricultural production per unit of land is critical.”
Forum calls for new agricultural policies

As the world faces a food crisis the First Forum for the Future of Agriculture, held on 27 March in Brussels, called for a re-evaluation of policies affecting agriculture, food and the environment in Europe. The Forum, sponsored by the European Landowners’ Organisation (ELO) and Syngenta, brought together a diverse range of stakeholders to catalyse thinking on the way European agriculture needs to respond to the major challenges that it faces in delivering food and environmental security. The Forum was set up  in response to a belief that many EU policies impacting on agriculture are focused on solving yesterday’s problems, such as overproduction, and do not deal with the new challenges which include feeding a growing world population, demand for a higher quality diet, increased demand for renewable sources of energy and changing weather patterns. Opening the Forum, the former EU Agriculture commissioner Franz Fischler, chairman of the Rural Investment Support for Europe (RISE) Foundation said: “We need a policy change. We cannot tackle the problems with yesterday’s policy toolkit. We need a modern policy framework which enables our farmers to meet world food demand in an environmentally sustainable way. We must first 

identify the most important tools to meet these challenges, and then reassess the budgetary means required.”
The Forum made the case for an integrated European food and environmental security policy which is based on the principles of the Single Market, the harmonisation of evolving EU food and environmental policies and the recognition of the essential role that agricultural technologies play in delivering economic, social and environmental benefits. “Such a policy should be seen as a global responsibility for the European Union”, said Corrado Pirzio-Biroli of ELO. “Its objectives are to stimulate the production of high-quality, affordable food, whilst at the same time enhancing biodiversity, landscape and heritage, and protecting natural resources such as soil, water and air.”

“Modern technology is essential to equip farmers to meet the challenge of growing more food on limited land in a sustainable way”, said John Atkin, Syngenta Crop Protection’s chief operating officer. “But some proposed regulations risk limiting the technological tools available to farmers, which could reduce their productivity. Lower productivity means more land under production, threatening forests and other natural habitats.”
Producing more with less

How to produce more with less was also the message from Hugh Grant, chairman, president and CEO of Monsanto, during the 2008 Southwest Ag Summit in the US. “In the next 40 years, there will be twice the demand for food in the world,” predicted Mr Grant. “The challenge for our industry is how to produce more with less. You can add to that the challenge of not enough water coupled with the shift in climates.  Not only will there be more mouths to feed but a rapidly growing middle class in such heavily populated countries as China and India who are wanting more for dinner than rice and fish. As their lifestyle improves, they want bread, meat, fresh fruit and vegetables - all of which take more resources to produce.” This is a challenge that Mr Grant is optimistic can be met. Three elements will make a difference, he said: seed development, relationships and learning from the past.

Mr Grant said seed development is where his company, Monsanto, becomes involved. He explained that Monsanto is investing $2 million a day to look for and bring to market innovative technologies - new seed that produces higher yields with less water and containing more nutrition. 

Developing relationships will be as critical as developing new seed varieties, Mr Grant said. It will also take as long. “The more complex technology becomes, the higher is the premium for relationships. No one company will be able to develop the solutions. Equally important are relationships with consumers who are driving demand for products,” he said. “Agriculture is not just about farming anymore. It is more and more about listening to the consumers. Understanding their needs and concerns, and building their trust is critical. It is also important to learn from the past. Mr Grant acknowledged that Monsanto had made mistakes when it first introduced GM crops. “We will need to be more careful in the future.” He said that several countries are already embracing biotechnology as the answer to increasing yields to feed their hungry people. “I do not think any other industry faces such challenges,” Mr Grant added. “But I am optimistic that we will be able to do a lot more with less.”
EUROPEAN NEWS AND MARKETS
SALES OF AGROCHEMICALS INCREASE IN PORTUGAL

ANIPLA, the Portuguese agrochemical trade association, has reported that sales in Portugal increased by 6% in 2007 to €101 million. The association reported that weather conditions in spring and early summer led to a rise in disease and weed incidence and a drop in pest infestation. This is the second consecutive year that has shown an increase after a 21% decline in 2005. The fungicide segment remained the largest and grew by 16% to €41 million, a little over 40% of the total. Downy mildew fungicides increased by 20%. The herbicide segment increased by 4% with cereal, rice, non-selective and non-residual herbicides being the main contributors. Insecticide sales dropped 12% in value despite the fact that the volume was up 6%. The products affected most were the organophosphates and mixtures. 
BASF SUPPORTS SPANISH STRAWBERRY GROWERS
BASF is giving support to Spanish strawberry growers to enable them to become long term suppliers to the European market. The scheme, based on good agricultural practice (GAP) and the strict implementation of integrated pest management (IPM), will involve selected farmers. BASF will develop the best crop protection strategies to protect the strawberries throughout the whole season in close consultation with independent advisors. The company will supervise cultivation and will offer advice to the producers so they can meet consumers’ increasingly stringent requirements regarding quality, safety and availability of fresh produce. “It is vital that all partners within the value chains work together toward this common goal,” said Diego Lopez, director of BASF Crop Protection for South Europe. An independent testing institute, UIS Ibérica, will subject the fruit produced by this scheme to rigorous controls and the Peter Vetter Group will be responsible for delivering the premium quality produce to REWE stores throughout Germany. The scheme first operated in Huelva, Spain in 2006, as a pilot, has now been extended. BASF says that this type of collaboration throughout the value chain is becoming increasingly necessary in the production of fruit and vegetables. BASF plans to transfer and expand the successful model to different crops and regions in the coming seasons.
EUROPEAN STUDY REVEALS PESTICIDES IN WINE

A study by the European Pesticides Action Network (PAN) reveals that wines on sale in the EU may contain residues of up to 10 different pesticides potentially harmful to human health. The study covered 40 bottles of wine - 34 conventional and six organic ones - purchased inside the EU. According to the results, the 34 bottles of conventional wine together contained 148 pesticide residues. All 34 bottles contained from one to ten pesticides, bringing the average per bottle to more than four. Of the six bottles of organic wine tested, one sample contained a low concentration of a possibly carcinogenic pesticide. According to PAN Europe, the contamination of wines is a direct result of over-reliance on pesticides in grape production. The group argues that the presence of pesticides in European wines is a growing problem as grape farmers abandon traditional pest control methods to adopt more hazardous synthetic pesticides. 

Responding to the report, the European Crop Protection Association (ECPA), which represents pesticide manufacturers, highlighted that all the residues found were authorised for use in the EU. In addition, ECPA underlined that the levels of residue were found in such minute quantities that they are not even remotely close to reaching any level of concern. It says that both the use of pesticides and monitoring of residues are very carefully controlled by independent scientists. Maximum residue levels are set well below any risk to humans and have a built in substantial safety margin.  Widely practiced responsible use by growers, which the industry actively promotes, and rigorous testing means that only a tiny percentage of wine grapes (0.3% in one recent study) exceed limits – and none are remotely near levels that could be dangerous to human health. It adds that once the wine grapes pass through the pressing, cleaning and fermentation processes, virtually no residues are left in the final product. The association also deplored that the PAN report did not test other elements such as copper or sulphur, which are both used in organic vinificulture. 
UKRAINE TO FIGHT COUNTERFEITS

The European Business Association in Ukraine and ECPA have launched a major awareness-raising campaign in Ukraine aimed at fighting the growing number of fake and dangerous pesticides appearing on the market. At the campaign launch, a new initiative called the European Union Crop Protection Information Service (EUCPIS) was launched together with the first edition of Record Harvest, a new publication aimed at farmers that indicates the benefits of crop protection chemicals and the risks they run when using counterfeits.   This service will develop awareness of the threat of illegal and counterfeit pesticides to Ukrainian farming and the food chain. “What we hope to achieve through this information programme is wiser and better informed farmers and farm workers, customs officials and sanitary inspectors and most of all food producers. We want to support the authorities in what is a very difficult environment and we look forward to sharing intelligence and setting up training so that customs and crop protection specialists are better informed.” said Marek Luczak, CEO of Syngenta Ukraine and chair of the European Business Association Agrochemical Committee.
During the launch, Ukrainian government officials joined in a roundtable discussion of issues surrounding the pesticide industry and the implications of using counterfeit pesticides. The discussions included how this growing problem might have an impact on forthcoming negotiations with the EU on a free trade area and future agricultural and food exports into the EU. Marek Luczak added: “Ukraine has a tremendous opportunity to sell both farm produce and food products to the European Union but this can be ruined by the actions of a small number of unscrupulous importers and local producers who in many cases are simply out to defraud farmers. The manager of ECPA’s European anti-counterfeit campaign Rocky Rowe said: “There has been a marked increase in the trade of illegal and counterfeit agricultural chemicals over the past few years that are unfortunately directly linked to the growth and expansion of the chemicals industry in China. Ukrainian farmers and customs officials need to be diligent as the composition of these chemicals is often highly toxic and frankly dangerous to both public health and the environment.”

Correction

In the January 2008 issue of Crop Protection Monthly, Cercobin and Trebon, both products of Certis Spain were incorrectly referred to as herbicides - Cercobin 45 % SC (thiophanate-methyl) is a fungicide and Trebon 30 LE (etofenprox) an insecticide. 
AMERICAN NEWS AND MARKETS

EPA APPROVES SYNGENTA FUNGICIDE FOR USE ON SUGAR BEET

The US Environmental Protection Agency has given federal approved to Syngenta’s fungicide Inspire SB for use on sugar beet to control Cercospora leaf spot and powdery mildew. The product contains the active ingredient difenoconazole and provides preventive and curative activity. Inspire SB has shown real promise for sugar beet growers. It offers flexible application methods, low use rates, superior rainfastness and translaminar movement. Difenoconazole has been used extensively for more than two decades in 96 countries on a wide range of crops. 
AMVAC ACQUIRES BAYER PRODUCTION FACILITY

American Vanguard (AMVAC) has acquired Bayer CropScience’s US production facility in Marsing, Idaho. The sale included the self-contained production facility that mixes and packages a number of ingredients into finished “flowable” crop protection products. The Marsing plant was formerly owned by Gustafson and the Crompton Corporation, which had a long history of manufacturing ingredients in various seed treatment products. Eric Wintermute, president and CEO of AMVAC, commented: “This new production facility will allow the company to expand its range of products to customers seeking “on-seed” coating protection. It will also enable us to better serve the needs of growers in the North American market.” AMVAC now has production facilities in Axis, Alabama serving the south east, Hannibal, Missouri serving the central grain belt and Marsing for the northwest and western Canada markets. The company has agreed to supply Bayer CropScience for several years with some of the products currently formulated at the site, thus helping with the transfer of the site’s current operations. 
MONSANTO TO INVEST IN ROUNDUP PLANT

Monsanto is to invest up to $196 million over the next 18 months at its glyphosate manufacturing facility in Luling, Louisiana, US. The development will increase its global capacity to produce Roundup and other glyphosate-based herbicides. “The growing global adoption of our seed products, including Roundup Ready crops, has led to increased demand for our range of Roundup herbicides,” said Mark Leidy, executive vice president of manufacturing at Monsanto. The improvements have the potential to increase the site's manufacturing capacity by approximately 20% when completed, increasing the overall global supply of glyphosate by more than 10%.
The Luling plant expansion is expected to be completed in the first half of the company's 2010 fiscal year. Monsanto will be implementing a hydrogen-recovery project, a step that will enable it to reduce natural gas costs and better conserve and utilise hydrogen, a by-product of the glyphosate manufacturing process. The energy reduction project is expected to allow the company to reduce its direct or indirect greenhouse gas emissions at the facility by an estimated 58,000 metric tonnes annually. The company says that this reduction equates to a carbon footprint that would be generated by more than 9,000 aeroplane journeys around the world annually.

CHEMTURA IS EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR FOR THIRAM IN THE US

Chemtura Corporation has been named by Taminco as its exclusive distributor for Thiram Granuflo in the US. The product is Taminco's leading fungicide and has been defended globally for foliar and seed treatment use. The company says Thiram Granuflo has been used successfully for many years in integrated pest management and resistance management programmes on several crops worldwide. “The agreement with Taminco represents another step in our strategy to further focus our business initiatives”, said Arturo Redes, director of marketing for Chemtura Corporation North American Crop Protection. “Thiram has synergies to some of our key products, and is therefore a natural addition to our portfolio.” The fungicide can be applied on peaches from bloom through post-harvest to control brown rot, blossom blight, fruitrot, peach leaf curl, Rhizopus rot and peach scab. On strawberries, it can be used throughout the crop cycle to control grey mold. As part of the distribution agreement, Taminco will continue to 

manufacture and supply all Thiram Granuflo, while Chemtura receives trademark rights and existing inventories of the fungicide.
DUPONT OPENS NEW CANOLA PRODUCTION FACILITY

DuPont’s subsidiary Pioneer Hi-Bred has opened a new state-of-the-art canola production facility in Lethbridge, US to meet an increased demand for its high-performing Pioneer brand canola hybrids. The addition of the new seed production plant is part of the business’s strategy to be the canola market leader by 2012. “The investments we have made in canola research are paying off in increased sales”, said Paul E Schickler, DuPont vice president and general manager and Pioneer president. “This new plant, along with recent enhancements to our distribution strategy, will ensure our customers are provided with a consistent and reliable supply of high quality, high performing seed.” The new $12 million plant also includes office, warehouse and bulk storage space and will handle all aspects of Pioneer’s canola seed growing, cleaning, conditioning, packaging and distribution. Specifically designed for hybrid canola, the plant covers 30,000 square feet and currently employs more than 20 people. The plant is accredited by ISO 9001 and the Canadian Seed Institute. The plant is part of DuPont’s strategic plan to grow its seed business globally and specifically to increase its presence in Western Canada, where the majority of North American canola is grown. DuPont also recently announced that its Pioneer and crop protection businesses have teamed up to increase points of sale in Western Canada. Pioneer will increase its seed production acreage by 58% in 2008 to meet the increased demand for its canola hybrids.

MEXICO PUBLISHES RULES FOR GMOS

Mexico is about to clear the way for the legal cultivation of transgenic crops, in spite of resistance from environmentalists and several campesino (small farmer associations). The Rules for the 2005 Biosafety Law on Genetically Modified Organisms have now been published and by the end of this year a national biosafety system and special guidelines for experimental sowing of transgenic maize will be in place. Opposition groups say that Mexico could pay a high price if the wealth of its biodiversity were adversely affected by the release of transgenic crops.

Aleira Lara, the coordinator of Greenpeace Mexico’s sustainable agriculture campaign, said: “The entire regulatory framework is designed to promote biotechnology at the expense of the precautionary principle. Environmentalists refer to the Mexican biosafety law as the “Monsanto Law”, after the company publicly backed the legislation. The Biosafety Law on GMOs lays down the basis for biotechnological research and creates monitoring mechanisms for importing GM products and growing GM crops. The rules establish the intention of confronting the potential negative environmental impacts of GM organisms, while benefiting from their presumed advantages. Luis Herrera, a scientist, who along with other researchers produced the first transgenic plant at the University of Ghent, Belgium in 1983, is now the director of the National Laboratory of Genomics for Diversity at the State Centre for Research and Advanced Studies. He said: “The Mexican regulations will allow experiments and assessments to be carried out, to establish with certainty the safety of planting GM maize, soybean, cotton or any other transgenic crop.” Limited trials of transgenic potatoes, squash, papaya, soybean and other crops have been carried out experimentally in Mexico over the past few years, without any clear rules to regulate them.

The main concern of opponents of GM crops is the possibility that transgenic maize will be introduced and released in the country, an action which has been expressly prohibited by law since 1999. One of the transitory rules attached to the biosafety law stipulates that by May 19 specific regulations should be drawn up to define where and how experiments may be carried out with GM maize.
The possibility that transgenic maize may be grown in Mexico, even on an experimental basis, concerns opponents of GM foods. They say that maize is the staple food in Mexico, where it was domesticated 9,000 years ago, and is of immense cultural value. “We are hoping that Mexico as a whole will be declared the centre of origin of maize, so that experiments and cultivation of GM maize are banned in the country,” said Greenpeace activist Ms Lara. Mexico produces about 20 million tonnes of maize a year on an area of 8.5 million ha. Over three million local campesinos, most of whom are poor, grow maize using native seeds, or seeds that have been improved by methods other than genetic manipulation. 
COMPANY RESULTS

MONSANTO ON TRACK FOR AN EXCEPTIONAL YEAR

Monsanto has reported that the performance of its seeds and traits business has the company on track for another exceptional year and well positioned to achieve its five year strategic growth plan. Monsanto reported record net sales of $3.8 billion for the second quarter of fiscal year 2008, which were 45% higher than sales in the same period in 2007. Key drivers for the quarter were increased revenue from the company's US corn seed and traits business as well as from its Brazilian corn seed business. Results in the quarter also reflected increased revenues from the company's Roundup herbicides globally. Monsanto saw record sales of $5.9 billion in the first six months of the company's fiscal year 2008. The year-to-date sales were 42% higher when compared to sales in the previous year. 

Sales for Monsanto's Seeds and Genomics segment were $2.5 billion for the second quarter of fiscal year 2008, or 39% higher than sales in the same period last year. The company realised the increased revenue from its branded corn seed and traits business in the US, Brazil and Europe. Results in the quarter also reflected increased revenue from the US soybean seed and traits business as well as increased sales of the company's Seminis vegetable seed business. Sales for the segment were also higher for the first six months of the 2008 fiscal year compared with sales in the same period last year. First half segment sales were $3.4 billion, or 35% higher than in fiscal year 2007. The key drivers for growth in the second quarter were also the primary contributors to growth in the first half of the fiscal year.

The Agricultural Productivity segment consists primarily of crop protection products, residential lawn and garden herbicide products, and the company's animal agriculture business. Sales for this segment were $1.2 billion for the second quarter of fiscal year 2008, or 58% higher compared with sales in the same period last year. Higher sales of Roundup and other glyphosate-based herbicides globally contributed to the results in the quarter. First half segment sales were $2.5 billion or 52% higher than in fiscal year 2007. Improved sales of Roundup and other glyphosate- based herbicides globally were a key driver for growth in the first half of the year. Improved pricing, volume and mix of branded Roundup herbicides also contributed to the increase in both periods. Gross profit for the segment in the first six months was $1.2 billion or more than double the gross profit realised in the same period last year. The increase in the period related primarily to higher pricing of branded Roundup herbicides as well as higher volumes.  

CHEMINOVA BUSINESS GROWS BY 8%

Cheminova’s sales revenue increased by 8% (expressed in Danish kroner) during 2007, driven primarily by new products. Cheminova introduced two new generic products during the year, and increased its market penetration with products such as imidacloprid, abamectin, tebuconazole, diflufenican and metsulfuron. Several other products will be introduced in 2008 and future years to maintain continuing growth. The company says that growth in conventional crop protection products is also being driven by the higher prices paid for agricultural crops, which makes farmers invest more to improve yields and farm more land.
In 2007 glyphosate benefited from an increase in demand, while product from Chinese suppliers declined. In the second half of the year, this resulted in increasing prices in the market. This had a positive impact on earnings from sales of glyphosate produced by Cheminova in Denmark. Sales of pyrethroids also increased as market penetration by gamma-cyhalothrin continued. The acquisition of the acrinathrin business outside Europe was followed by a considerable increase in revenue compared to 2006 when Cheminova only held the product rights in Europe. Sales of the triazole fungicide flutriafol, however, did not develop as expected. The level of Asian soybean rust in the US was not sufficient to warrant control measures, and flutriafol’s profitability in Brazil was reduced due to a change in the competitive situation with new products in the market. The product did develop, however, in other segments and markets. Cheminova’s traditional organophosphorous insecticides continued to account for a declining share of sales. In 2007 sales accounted for around 21%. The phasing-out of class I OP products is progressing according to plan, says the company. 

Local subsidiaries accounted for a greater share of sales in 2007, reaching 85%. This is expected to increase in the future because the acquisition of a 50% stake in Stähler gives the company direct access to the markets in Germany, Austria and Switzerland. During 2007, the new subsidiary in Hungary, Kerolagro, was integrated into the group and achieved expected results. The European subsidiaries have generally benefited from improved market conditions to increase sales and strengthen their market position. Cheminova says that following years of unsatisfactory results, their subsidiaries in France and Italy are now being restructured under new local managements.

 

The North American subsidiaries have benefited from improved market conditions for glyphosate to increase sales and earnings. However, conventional insecticides continue to decline in the US market following a considerable reduction in the cotton acreage. In Latin America, Brazil, Argentina, Mexico and Columbia also benefited from improved market conditions for glyphosate and several new products. The position in the CIS markets, Russia and the Ukraine in particular, has been strengthened and sales have increased. In Australia, the first half of 2007 was negative due to drought, but the situation improved in the second half. The local subsidiary has benefited from improved market conditions for glyphosate, introduced several new products and thereby strengthened earnings and its position in the market.

 

In 2007 Cheminova reviewed its Business Plan 2010. The company has set itself the objective of being the best innovative supplier of generic products within the global agrochemical industry. Its strategy is to manufacture and market crop protection products better and at lower costs than any other company in the industry. In the period 2008-2010, the company has set revenue and earnings targets to be achieved  through the introduction of new products, efficiency savings and active participation in the expected structural consolidation taking place in the industry. The target, through organic growth alone, is to increase revenue to DKK 5.5 billion ($1.16 billion) by 2010, with an EBIT margin of 10%. The Business Plan sets out to introduce three new active ingredients a year. Additionally, the company says local subsidiaries will continue introducing new products.

 

To establish a high level of development activity, Cheminova is increasingly collaborating with third parties. For several products and product groups, joint production activities are based on production technology developed by Cheminova. In 2007, the commercial production of several sulfonylurea herbicides commenced in collaboration with an external partner. The products will be marketed in the US and Europe. At the same time, production at several companies based in Asia is being developed, including the production of a major insecticide based on Cheminova technology.

 

Cheminova develops its own formulations for all new active ingredients. The objective is to develop products with improved efficacy and increased safety for users and the environment. In 2007 Cheminova developed more new formulations than in any other year and twice as many as in 2005. Given the high level of development activities in recent years, a record number of registrations were obtained in 2007, paving the way for increased sales of new generic products.
NUFARM SIX MONTH SALES SHOW DRAMATIC INCREASE

Nufarm has reported that it has generated an operating profit of $35.4 million for the first six months of its financial year, ending 31 January 2008. This compares with $7.5 million in the previous year. Group sales were $990 million, up by 71% from $580 million. The first half sales of Nufarm’s Brazilian operation, Agripec, were consolidated for the first time. Without the Agripec revenue the company reported that first half sales were up 31%. Some 75% of the revenue was generated in Australasia, 19% in Europe, 19% in North America and 25% in South America. All of Nufarm’s regional crop protection businesses recorded stronger results. 

The Australian operation showed significantly improved sales, up 60% on the badly affected first half of 2007. Glyphosate sales were particularly strong, a trend that was repeated in most markets around the world. This was especially so because global demand was running ahead of current manufacturing capacity. The Brazilian crop protection market grew strongly in 2007. Agricultural commodity prices increased and there was growth in plantings of sugar cane, corn, soybean, and cotton. 

As a result the overall market grew by some 35% to $45.3 billion. Agripec revenue rose by almost 40% over the same period with increased sales of corn herbicides, soybean herbicides and fungicides and cotton insecticides and herbicides. In North America sales were up 34%. There was growth in the corn, soybean and wheat segments which Nufarm were able to capitalise on. There was also some early purchasing of glyphosate and phenoxy herbicides. Nufarm Canada also introduced several new products as a result of collaborations with Syngenta and Dow AgroSciences. European sales increased by 13%. Strong growth in cereal fungicide and herbicide sales in France, an expansion in the cereal acreage in Italy and increased demand for glyphosate were the key contributors. Despite a continuation of drought conditions in parts of Spain, the Nufarm business grew sales and market share. Sales in Germany were up by more than 15% and the company continues to build on its presence in Eastern Europe with results in Romania, Poland and Ukraine benefiting from additional registrations.

Nufarm says that the recent acquisition of AH Marks (February CPM) is expected to contribute just over $1 million in net profit in the current financial year, increasing to some $13.4 million as anticipated synergies are achieved. The acquisition will expand Nufarm’s production capacity, strengthen the global regulatory position on phenoxy herbicides and extend important supply relationships with other major companies. The acquisition of Etigra (February CPM) in the US is forecast to generate around $4 million in additional net profit increasing to $11.3 million in its first full year of ownership. Nufarm says that the outlook for the remainder of the company’s  2008 financial year is positive with global markets showing strong demand for crop protection products. Crop plantings are expected to increase, driven by the soaring demand for grain and other agricultural commodities and near record crop prices. They point out, however, that climatic conditions will determine to what extent growers are able to take advantage of these positive conditions.

SYNGENTA MAKES A GOOD START TO 2008

Syngenta says that growth in the first quarter of 2008 has exceeded expectations and preliminary first quarter sales figures indicate an increase of 20% at constant exchange rates compared with the first quarter of 2007. Growth was spread across all regions, with particularly strong demand for crop protection products augmented by a robust performance in seeds. The company says that while this rate of growth is unlikely to be sustained throughout the year, the first quarter momentum leads the company to expect that full year earnings per share growth is likely to exceed 20%.
CROP PROTECTION IN NORTHERN BRITAIN

Crop Protection in Northern Britain 2008 (www.cpnb.org) was held at the West Park Conference Centre, University of Dundee, Scotland on 26 - 27 February 2008. The aim of the conference was to bring together farmers, agricultural and horticultural advisers, technical staff from agrochemical companies and advisory, research and government organisations to discuss issues prevalent in northern environments. 

The UK food and land sector spends a “pathetic” amount on research and more will have to be done if agriculture is to meet the increasingly diverse needs of food production, biofuels, non-food crops and the environment. That was the clear message from John Gilliand, chair of DEFRA's (Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) rural climate change forum and a Northern Ireland farmer who opened the conference. “UK R&D spending in the food and land sector is about one-third of its key competitors and it is the collective responsibility of everyone in the industry, as well as government, to look at this.”
He said that climate change offered big opportunities to growers in cooler, wetter parts of northern Europe, but to fully exploit them, greater understanding of its impact was needed. “Exporting agricultural production to other parts of the world is not the answer to climate change. We need to get our house in order and bring other people along with us. There has never been a better time to get into agriculture. It is in all our interests to go out and talk the industry up,” Dr Gilliand added.

A single voice

According to Census Bio’s Melvyn Askew, a single voice is needed to promote the benefits agriculture could deliver. He said: “There is a whole raft of challenges and opportunities, but they tend not to be interlinked. We desperately need an overarching organisation to take the lead.” He said that policy guidance influencing agricultural production was not new but pointed out that the range of initiatives had never been so wide. He called for better integration of land use policies in the future and said that one-off policies for first generation biofuels were already having widespread deleterious effects. He predicted that there will be increasing opportunities for land use in the non-food and non-energy markets as well as in the provision of a range of public goods including amenity, water management, biodiversity and wildlife management. He said that more effort should be made to exploit existing crops to the full before thinking of major new crops. He also warned that climate change will cause a redistribution of crop production over a relatively short period of time. Scientific and technical developments will continue to modify the potential for land use and policies need to be adaptable yet stable enough to allow current projects to come to fruition. “There will be tensions and conflicts as seen already but the potential is rosy if we can just get our act together and quickly.” 

Impact of biofuels on wheat and oilseed market

Julian Bell, Consultancy Service Division, SAC, Penicuik, Scotland spoke about the impact of biofuels on the grain and oilseeds market. He said that world wheat prices, currently at a 10 year high, were driven by low stocks, a poor harvest and strong demand. While biofuels are not directly responsible for these higher prices, growing US ethanol demand for maize has started to provide underlying price support to the grain market. Government incentives are expected to continue to support biofuel demand and world grain prices in the next few years. UK grain and oilseeds could be supported further if significant biofuel capacity is built here though investments have been so far limited. Higher grain and oilseed prices are, however, a strong incentive for farmers world wide to maximise production which could lead to overproduction. Biofuel demand is proving susceptible to high grain prices and several EU and UK plants have already been posponed or mothballed. In addition, the development of the biofuels industry is highly dependent on continuing public and government support. For this support to continue it is likely to be necessary for biofuels to demonstrate genuine carbon saving ability over fossil fuel use and to avoid any major potential for conflict with food production.
Leaf coatings tested for disease and pest control

Dale Walters of the Crop and Soil Systems Research Group at SAC, Edinburgh focused on the development of plant-derived materials as leaf coating agents for disease control. The work is being 

carried out in collaboration with Cambridge Biopolymers and funded by DEFRA. All of the leaf coating agents tested have been designed for other purposes. Film-forming polymers were designed as antitranspirants while particle films were designed to control arthropod pests. Results to date indicate that these materials can provide substantial levels of disease control in barley under controlled conditions and probably act via more than one mode of action. Using leaf coatings, however, requires application prior to the arrival of the pathogen and this requires robust systems of disease forecasting. “While further research is required, the problem of fungicide resistance and the breakdown of host resistance coupled with increasing public concern for the environment mean that the development of new disease and pest control methods cannot be ignored,” said Mr Walters. “If the agents are derived from natural, renewable materials and can be produced reasonably cheaply, these would be useful additional benefits.”
New potato blight fungicide

Dr Keith Dawson of SAC Edinburgh presented Nissan’s new active ingredient, amisulbrom (NC-224). Amisulbrom (trade name Shinkon) is a new generation protectant fungicide for the control of potato late blight (Phytophthora infestans). It belongs to the chemical class sulfonamides and according to Dr Dawson has excellent anti-sporulation activity and outstanding contact activity on zoospores. Applied as a preventatve spray the product gives good and consistent levels of activity against leaf and stem blight on potatoes and is particularly strong on tuber blight. Trials conducted in Austria, Finland, France, Germany, the Netherlands and UK show that amisulbrom compares favourably with other active ingredients. A rate of 0.5 litres (100g/ha) has been found to be optimum for foliar blight control in high pressure disease situations. Growers will be allowed up to six applications per crop. To reduce the risk of fungicide resistance developing, the product cannot make up more than 50% of the total blight spray programme, he added.

OTHER NEWS AND MARKETS
BAYER TO COOPERATE WITH MINISTRY ON RICE RESEARCH

Bayer CropScience is to cooperate with the Ministry of Agriculture of Indonesia on research, development and dissemination of hybrid rice technology in Indonesia. “Further investment in the research and development of innovative agricultural technologies confirms that Bayer intends to support the Ministry of Agriculture’s objective of achieving sustainable rice self-sufficiency for Indonesia”, commented Hans-Josef Schill, president of  PT Bayer Indonesia.

Bayer CropScience is a global leader in the development of hybrid rice and its seeds were commercialised as Arize in seven countries in 2007 (India, Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Brazil). Further market expansion is planned in China, US and Thailand. The company has been active in hybrid rice in Indonesia since 2004 with significant investments to develop and produce locally hybrid rice seeds such as Arize Hibrindo R-1, introduced in the West Java, East Java and Gorontalo provinces in 2006. 
Arize Hibrindo R-1 was specifically developed by Bayer for the Indonesian market. It has been widely tested under varying climatic conditions in Indonesia and can be planted in most areas of the country, in both wet and dry seasons. According to Bayer the high quality seed has excellent genetic purity and germination rate and has consistently outperformed inbred and other hybrid varieties in terms of yield. 

. 
CHINA TO PROVIDE MORE FUNDING FOR GM CROPS

China is to launch a huge research programme on genetically modified (GM) crops by the end of the year, according to top agricultural biotechnology advisors. Huang Dafang, former director of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences' Institute of Biotechnologies, says the programme could receive as much as 10 billion yuan ($1.4 billion) over the next five years - five times more than the country has spent on GM research in the preceding five years. A member of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, China’s upper house, and a key government advisor on biotechnology policies, Huang revealed the news at a briefing on the annual report of the International Service for the Acquisition of Agri-Biotech Applications (www.isaaa.org), a non-profit organisation promoting agricultural biotechnology. 
The story of Bt cotton in China is well documented and is an important case study regarding the adoption of biotech crops by small and resource-poor farmers. The Chinese have also developed GM petunias, tomatoes, sweet peppers, poplar and papaya, and several varieties of rice in addition to GM cotton. In 2006 China planted around 250,000 Bt poplar trees and started to commercialise an approved virus resistant GM papaya which had been developed by a Chinese university and was grown on approximately 3,500 hectares. A virus resistant sweet pepper and delayed ripening tomato have also been approved for commercialisation. With the exception of some varieties of Bt cotton, all the GM crops commercialised in China have been developed by Chinese state institutions with public sector funding. 
In 2006, China also grew 29.3 million hectares of rice, equivalent to 20% of the world total of 150 million hectares. There are an estimated 250 million rice households in the world, and the vast majority of them are small and resource-poor farmers. An estimated 110 million rice households are in China and they are farming an average of 0.27 hectares. China already has the largest GM rice programme in the world. China’s GM rice is resistant to specific pests (insect borers) and diseases (bacterial blight) and is waiting approval after extensive field tests. Dr Jikun Huang from the Centre for Chinese Agricultural Policy (CCAP) estimates that on the average, GM rice has increased yield by 2 to 6%, and reduced insecticide application by nearly 80%.  At a national level, it is projected that GM rice could deliver benefits of $4 billion per year for China, plus environmental benefits that will contribute to a more sustainable agriculture and the alleviation of poverty for small and resource-poor farmers. Together, Bt cotton and GM rice have the potential to generate economic benefits of $5 billion per year by 2010 for up to 110 million rice households in China. It is estimated that China has already enhanced farm income from GM cotton by $5.8 billion in the period 1996 to 2006 and the benefits for 2006 alone are estimated at $817 million. 
Chinese policymakers view agricultural biotechnology as a strategic element for increasing productivity, improving national food security and ensuring competitiveness in the international market place. It is believed that yield, quality, nutritional value and drought resistance will be major targets of the new research programme. Corn and wheat as well as rice and cotton will be priority crops for research. Hu Jifa is chief research fellow at the CCAP, China's chief think tank on food policy issues. He confirms the programme is set to go ahead and says that funding for research on safety and environmental monitoring will also be included in the programme.The GM programme was mentioned in China's 11th five year science and technology development plan (2006-2010) but decisions on the funding and scope of the programme have been delayed for two years due to the sensitivity of the issue. However, policymakers are now more receptive to GM technologies, and that could lead to more GM crops getting the go-ahead for commercialisation.
There is little doubt that China intends to be one of the world leaders in biotechnology since Chinese policymakers have concluded that there are unacceptable risks to being dependent on imported technologies for food, feed and fibre security. In China there are already many public sector institutes and thousands of researchers devoted to crop biotechnology and over a dozen GM crops are being field-tested such as  potato, tomato, soybean, cabbage, peanut, melon, papaya, sweet pepper, chili, rapeseed and tobacco in addition to rice, maize, wheat and cotton.
DUPONT DONATES GENE SEQUENCE INFORMATION
DuPont, through its Pioneer Hi-Bred business, is making genomic sequences of a major fungal pathogen of corn plants publicly available. This will enable scientists worldwide to complete the sequence of Colletotrichum graminicola allowing them to accelerate disease-resistance studies, The company is donating the sequences to GenBank (www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Genbank), the publicly available genetic sequence database of the National Institutes of Health. 

Colletotrichum graminicola is the fungal pathogen that causes Anthracnose leaf blight and stalk rot, which lead to yield losses worldwide due to premature death and weakened stalk strength. Pioneer has commercialised Anthracnose-resistant corn hybrids in Latin America and is planning to incorporate an Anthracnose-resistant gene into corn hybrids that will grow in the Northern Hemisphere. “Defining and donating the gene sequences of C. graminicola will accelerate the scientific community’s study of this important corn pathogen, creating knowledge that universities and ultimately companies can use to protect corn yields around the world,” said William S Niebur, vice president, DuPont Crop Genetics Research and Development. 
DUPONT AND ARCADIA TO IMPROVE NITROGEN EFFICIENCY

DuPont and Arcadia Biosciences have entered a research and commercial agreement to improve nitrogen use efficiency in corn. Under the agreement, DuPont’s business Pioneer Hi-Bred has exclusive rights to Arcadia’s proprietary technology. “This collaboration gives a significant boost to the progress we have already made in developing corn hybrids that use nitrogen more efficiently”, said DuPont’s William S Niebur. 

DuPont says that farmers around the world depend on a combination of nitrogen fertiliser and advanced genetics and technology to increase productivity. According to the International Fertiliser Association and the Food and Agriculture Organisation, more than 12.5 million metric tonnes of nitrogen fertiliser are applied globally each year to corn. Nitrogen fertiliser prices, which are closely tied to natural gas prices, continue to rise, making efficient use an increasingly important issue in grower profitability. Corn is a key focus for the application of nitrogen use efficiency technology because it is one of the most important global food crops and an intensive user of nitrogen fertiliser. Like most crops, corn only absorbs some of the nitrogen that is applied to it, resulting in economic inefficiencies for farmers. Although farmers have taken great strides to reduce runoff, a portion of the unabsorbed nitrogen can enter waterways or volatilise into the air as a greenhouse gas. 

Pioneer is aggressively pursuing enhanced efficiency in nitrogen use and is applying both transgenic and traditional research methods for future hybrid improvement. The collaboration with Arcadia builds on 

work already under way at Pioneer. “Our technology has demonstrated in field trials over the past five years that our nitrogen use efficiency technology can offer farmers a sound improvement in farm economics that also results in environmentally positive impacts,” said Eric Rey, president and CEO of Arcadia. 
DUPONT LAUNCHES RYNAXYPYR IN THE PHILIPPINES

DuPont’s insectide Rynaxypyr has been launched in the Philippines as Prevathon. The product  provides fast-acting and long-lasting control of important insect pests with a low environmental impact  and is registered for use in the Philippines on eggplant (aubergine), cabbage, string beans and rice.  The insecticide has proved to be extremely effective against shoot/fruit borers, a persistent pest that can severely reduce yield if not properly controlled.  DuPont says that in trials on eggplants in Central Luzon, Prevathon increased marketable yields significantly. The produce was also healthier, sturdier, and greener, and  plants had more flowers and fruits and less pest damage compared to the control crop treated with a standard insecticide. 

MONSANTO RAISES ROUNDUP PRICES

Monsanto says it has been forced to raise the price of its Roundup agricultural herbicides because of the current high demand and a global supply of glyphosate that is unable to keep up. In anticipation of the current situation, Jim Zimmer, vice president of branded business for Monsanto, said that the company had increased production of the herbicide by 20%.  He added: “We recognise that farmers are not happy about the price increases. However, we want to be in the position to supply to growers who choose to purchase the Roundup Ready brand.” Mr Zimmer continued: “Most farmers across the US will, this year, see an increase of $1 to as much as $4 or $5 an acre in their Roundup products depending on the brand they buy and when they purchase it.” He says Monsanto has been producing Roundup herbicides at 100% capacity. “We will be looking at trying to expand the capacity further in future years but that is not possible in 2008.” Mr Zimmer added that Monsanto supplies 60 to 65% of the glyphosate herbicide in the world amid competition from around 30 suppliers, most of which are in China. He refuted the claim that Monsanto has a stake in the production or purchase of glyphosate in China.
VALENT AND CHINESE INSTITUTE TO STUDY ABSCISIC ACID

Valent BioSciences Corporation has entered into a five-year collaborative agreement with the Chengdu Institute of Biology (CIB) in China to study the role of abscisic acid (s-ABA) in crop stress management and plant disease resistance. The research and development initiative will seek to clarify the mode of action of abscisic acid in disease resistance and to generate further understanding of its physiological function in plants. Both organisations believe this research will ultimately lead to commercial applications that overcome crop stress due to diseases and other factors. 
“This collaboration combines the research strengths of CIB and the global research and commercial development expertise of Valent BioSciences,” says Wu Ning, director of CIB. Valent BioSciences has significant experience with s-ABA as well as investing substantial research and development resources, and establishing a strong intellectual property position over the past few years. “There is increasing understanding of the need to overcome both biotic and abiotic stress in agricultural production,” says Michael Donaldson, president and chief operating officer of Valent BioSciences. “While other companies are using genetic modification to develop crop stress management solutions, Valent BioSciences is developing solutions based on biorational products for seed and plant applications.” This includes existing commercial applications of aminoethoxyvinylglycine (AVG), which inhibits ethylene biosynthesis, as well as applications of Myrothecium verrucaria for plant root health. 
MONSANTO AND DIVERGENCE SEQUENCE SCN GENOME

Monsanto Company and Divergence have completed the most comprehensive sequence of the soybean cyst nematode (SCN) genome to date, making it the first available draft of this organism's genome. This represents a major advance in the available research data on this crop pest. SCN attacks roots of soybeans during the growing season and represents the most economically significant pest for US soybean production. It is estimated that SCN annually causes approximately $1 billion of yield loss to the US crop. “Sequencing the SCN genome is a tremendous step forward in our process of developing a 

product to help farmers protect their soybean crops against a devastating pest,” said Steve Padgette, Monsanto vice president of biotechnology.
The companies announced that the genome sequence will be made available to the public via the National Centre for Biotechnology Information (NCBI) website (www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov). NCBI creates public databases that house information like genome sequences to facilitate better understanding of molecular processes. The companies believe the sharing of this data, subject to Monsanto and Divergence intellectual property rights, will be an important step forward in research on this parasite. “The SCN genome is the first available for any plant parasitic nematode,” said James McCarter, president and chief scientific officer of Divergence. “It provides key insights into the molecular mechanisms that enable SCN to invade and drain nutrients from soybean roots.” Monsanto and Divergence entered into a collaborative relationship in 2004 to discover novel approaches for controlling SCN, and extended the relationship in 2007. Monsanto scientists worked together with Divergence to sequence the SCN genome as part of this collaboration.

ADVANTA ACQUIRES US SEED COMPANY

Advanta India Limited, Bangalore, India has acquired the business of Garrison & Townsend (G&T). Founded in 1967, G&T is a hybrid grain and forage research, production, conditioning and marketing company. Its products are sold throughout the US as well as in Italy, Israel, Pakistan, Mexico, Central America, South America, and Japan.
Advanta India Limited is 100% owned by United Phosphorus Ltd. Originally the company was established as ITC Zeneca Ltd. with the objective of conducting research, development, production and marketing of high yielding hybrid seeds of crops of national importance. The company has been focused mainly on the Indian market but is broadening its horizons. In January 2008, Advanta India Limited acquired the business of Unicom Seeds Ltd. Unicom is engaged in custom production for key vegetable seed suppliers in Europe, Asia and the US. Advanta says it is embarking upon a very aggressive growth strategy. Although organic growth will be a key factor in this, strategic acquisitions will play a crucial role in achieving the company’s objectives over the next five years.

SYNTECH RESEARCH ESTABLISHES BUSINESS IN JAPAN

The contract research organisation SynTech Research (www.syntechresearch.com) has established a new operating company in Japan to carry out field trials. As of 1 April the team will be headed by Mr Fumi Uehara, who previously worked with Syngenta Japan KK. The new organisation will focus mainly on efficacy and crop safety/compatibility trials at three locations, Kyushu (rice and vegetables), Kanto (rice and vegetables) and Hokkaido (fruit). Syntech Japan intends to increase its crop/target/geographic coverage and will seek GLP certification. 

GRANT TO PAY FOR RESEARCH ON WHEAT STEM RUST 

Cornell University has been awarded a $26.8 million grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to launch a broad-based global partnership to combat wheat stem rust. Scientists estimate that 90% of all wheat varieties planted around the globe are susceptible to the virulent new wheat stem rust type, known as Ug99. Vulnerable regions include India, where more than 50 million small-scale farmers rely on wheat for their food and income, but also Pakistan, East Africa, China, the Middle East and North Africa. The Gates Foundation-funded partnership, the new Durable Rust Resistance in Wheat project, will bring together 15 institutions to combat the emergence of deadly new variants of stem rust that can spread very quickly. The partners will focus on developing improved rust-resistant wheat varieties to protect resource-poor farmers as well as consumers from catastrophic crop losses.
W Ronnie Coffman, professor of plant breeding and genetics at Cornell University, who is director of international programmes, announced the grant at a meeting at the wheat research facilities in northwest Mexico used by the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre (CIMMYT). Professor Coffman will direct the consortium of global partners. The programme will enlist the Ethiopian Institute for Agricultural Research and the Kenya Agricultural Research Institute to be key research sites to develop new resistant varieties, in collaboration with scientists at CIMMYT, the International Centre for Agricultural 
Research in Syria and the International Rice Research Institute in the Philippines. The UN's Food and Agriculture Organisation and advanced research laboratories in the US, Canada, China, Australia and South Africa will also collaborate on the project.

The Gates Foundation has to date committed more than $700 million in grants as part of a broad agricultural development strategy aimed at providing millions of small farmers in the developing world with tools and opportunities to boost their productivity, increase their incomes and build better lives.

NEW ROLES

Sipcam Agro USA and ADVAN have announced the appointment of Andy Lee as chief executive officer. Mr Lee has extensive experience within the agrochemical industry, having held senior leadership roles with BASF Corporation and other chemical companies in the US and Europe. Prior to his appointment as CEO of Sipcam and ADVAN, Mr Lee was director of the US Crop Protection Business for BASF Corporation, Research Triangle Park, NC. Earlier in his career, Mr Lee held positions in global marketing for BASF and for American Home Products. Before his move to the US he was based in Brussels with American Cyanamid where he served as technical director and then commercial director for Europe. He has also held a variety of technical and commercial positions with Cyanamid UK and the Shell Nickerson Seed Company. Both Sipcam Agro USA and ADVAN are headquartered in Roswell, Georgia. ADVAN is a strategic marketing company that supplies crop protection products that fill specialty niches in the US and Mexico agricultural and horticultural markets. It is owned 50:50 by Certis USA  and Sipcam Agro USA. 
Friedrich Berschauer, chairman of the board of management of Bayer CropScience, has been appointed chairman of CropLife International, the global federation that represents the plant science industry. Dr. Berschauer will serve for two years. He said: “I am proud to lead this global organisation that performs a crucial role as an ambassador for our industry. I intend to make CropLife International an even more effective advocate for science and for technologies. In particular, I want to focus on creating national and international policy environments that are conducive to the introduction of beneficial new technologies.” He also paid tribute to the role that his predecessor had played, saying that J Erik Fyrwald had during his tenure helped raise the standing of the plant science industry and emphasised the innovative way it is helping agriculture become ever more sustainable. J Erik Fyrwald, who was formerly DuPont Group vice-president for Agriculture and Nutrition, stepped down as chairman of CropLife International following his appointment as chairman and CEO of water treatment services company Nalco in late February. Mr Hugh Grant, chairman and CEO of Monsanto, has been appointed vice-chairman of CropLife.
REGISTRATION OF AGROCHEMICALS IN EUROPE 2008 
Now in its 15th year Informa LifeScience’s annual Registration of Agrochemicals in Europe conference is an established meeting place for agrochemical regulatory affairs professionals. The two day agenda covers the biggest challenges faced by those working in regulatory affairs in Europe. Expert speakers from the European Commission, European Food Safety Authority and 10 Member States will provide attendees with the latest information and practical advice. This event takes place on 13-14 May 2008, at Crowne Plaza Brussels City Centre ‘Le Palace’, Brussels, Belgium.
(www.iir-events.com/IIR-conf/LifeSciences/Default.aspx?EventSector=19)
BOOK DISCOUNTS

Crop Protection Monthly subscribers are entitled to a 20% discount on all books from BCPC Publications. The range of BCPC books includes the standard international pesticide reference book, The Pesticide Manual, The UK Pesticide Guide, BCPC conference proceedings, practical training handbooks and guides including searchable CD-ROMs such as IdentiPest and Garden Detective. Place your orders direct with BCPC Publications and quote the discount code: CPMBCPC
Contact details for BCPC Publications are:

Tel: +44 (0) 1420 593200

Fax: +44 (0) 1420 593209

e-mail: publications@bcpc.org
www.bcpc.org/bookshop
Crop Protection Monthly subscribers are entitled to a 20% discount on all books from CABI Publishing, which include a wide range of crop protection titles. The discount is also available on The Crop Protection Compendium on CD-ROM. Place your orders direct with CABI Publishing and quote the discount code: JAM20

Contact details for CABI Publishing are:

Tel: +44 (0) 1491 832111

Fax: +44 (0) 1491 829198

e-mail: orders@cabi.org
www.cabi-publishing.org/bookshop
Don’t forget that you are also entitled to a 30% discount on all books from Blackwell Publishing. Orders should be placed through Marston Book Services in the UK and you need to quote the special discount code: 34ADC243
Contact details for the Marston Book Services are:

Tel: +44 (0) 1235 465550

Fax: +44 (0) 1235 465556

e-mail:direct.orders@marston.co.uk
www.blackwellpublishing.com
CROP PROTECTION MONTHLY ARCHIVES

The electronic archives of Crop Protection Monthly from January 1997 through to December 2006 are now freely available through the website. To view this service, go to: 

www.crop-protection-monthly.co.uk/samples.htm
CROP PROTECTION CONFERENCE CALENDAR

Visit the Crop Protection Monthly website for an update: 

www.crop-protection-monthly.co.uk/futconfs.htm
LATEST NEWS HEADLINES
For the latest news headlines between each edition of Crop Protection Monthly go to:

www.crop-protection-monthly.co.uk/latest.htm
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